
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings in the name of our Lord, the name above all Names, Jesus, 

As the year is beginning we are finally getting into the swing of a routine, we are such creatures of habit.  This is a good 
thing as God is all about order and pattern, if not we would have total chaos in our everyday living and our world.   

There are times in all our lives when we need a new beginning with God.   Maybe you have drifted carelessly into the 
world and its ways, neglecting the things of God.  Now you’re far from Him.   
A disappointment, sadness or trial may have caused you to drift from that close relationship with God and His people 
that you once enjoyed.  You need a new beginning.   

But you wonder if it’s even possible.  And if it is, where do you start?  The thought of a new beginning is scary, because 
you don’t want to risk another failure.  But you’re definitely not content where you are.  How do you begin again with 
God? 

New beginnings with God are possible no matter how spiritually low we have gotten. 

2 Samuel 12:13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” 

Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. (rescued) 

Jonah 3:1—Then the Word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time. (a second chance) 

To Peter who was broken and weeping, the risen Savior appeared privately to restore him.  

He is the first of the apostles to see the risen Christ.  This was a private appearance to reassure him, since he had just 
denied his Lord.  Luke 24:34, “It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon!” (forgiveness)  

Have you felt like you failed the Lord miserably?  God graciously offers you a new beginning! 

But, where do you start? 

With God we must focus on the cross of Jesus Christ. 

You must begin right there, where Jesus the Lamb of God shed His blood to redeem/save us sinners.  Faith in Christ’s 
blood that he shed for us is the only way to begin with God. 

New beginnings with God must also focus on obedience to His Word.  

Begin at the cross and then walk in His Word.   
 

Start every day fresh and new in His Word.  Pray for those on our prayer list and any others that God may bring to your 
heart and He will.   

He will meet your personally when you seek Him!      Blessings In Christ, 
            Pastor Kathy 
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VOLUME 16           February and March  2016 

"  Our mission is to be a loving fellowship sharing Jesus Christ with the Windham community and the World" 



   FEBRUARY 

Feb. 2   6:30 pm  Bible Study  

Feb. 3   6:30 pm  Lion’s Club Dinner 

Feb. 4   5:30 pm  Ladies Book Club  

Feb. 7   9 am– 1 pm  Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast 

Feb. 9   6:30 pm  Bible Study 

Feb. 10   7:00 pm  Ash Wednesday 

Feb. 11   6:30 pm  UMW Meeting 

Feb. 13   4:30 - 7 pm  Spaghetti Dinner 

Feb. 14   10:00 am  Choir Returns 

      Potluck after worship 

Feb. 16   6:30 pm  Bible Study 

Feb. 17   6:30 pm  Lion’s Club Dinner 

   7:00 pm  WCCF Lenten Service @ The Way Church 

Feb. 18   6:30 pm  Administrative Council Meeting 

Feb. 23   6:30 pm  Bible Study 

Feb. 24   7:00 pm  WCCF Lenten Service  

Feb. 25   7:00 pm  Maundy Thursday 

 

 

 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



      

         

 

 

 

 

 

   MARCH 

March 1   6:30 pm  Bible Study 

March 2   7:00 pm  WCCF Lenten Service 

March 3   5:30 pm  Ladies Book Club 

March 6   9am-1 pm  Lion’s Club Pancake Breakfast 

March 8   6:30 pm  Bible Study 

March 9   7:00 pm  WCCF Lenten Service 

March 10  6:30 pm  UMW Meeting 

March 13     Potluck after worship 

March 15  6:30 pm  Bible Study 

March 16  7:00 pm  WCCF Lenten Service 

March 17  6:30 pm  Administration Council Meeting 

March 19  4:30 - 7 pm  Spaghetti Dinner 

March 21      Palm Sunday Breakfast before Church 

March 22  6:30 pm  Bible Study 

March 28  7:30 am  Sunrise Service @United Congregation
     al  Church 

      Breakfast at our church  before service 

March 29  6:30 pm  Bible Study 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

2  Jeanine Kuhlman 

3  Jason Deverick 

7  John Raymond 

10 Don & Janet Miller* 

11  Nicholas Garrett 

13  Gwen Crites 

20 Larry Kuhlman 

 Pastor Lisa Kropinak 

21 Rob Garrett Jr. 

22 Phillip Maiorca 

25 Hayden Skilton 

27 Emily Miller 

28 Scott Garrett 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

  March 

9 Julie Clark 

 Carol Wilson 

 Gary Lemley 

14 Chris Blewit 

15 Tracy Garrett 

17 Dana Lininger 

19 Helen Clark 

22 Kay England 

 Alan Finn 

23 Sherry Garrett 

  Christine Yeagley 

24 Bill & Ruth Isler* 

25 Hallie Linderbaum 

26 Jill Skilton 

27 Tricia Blewitt 

28 Mary Lusher 

29 Judy Lininger 

30 Lori Conn 

  Darlene Hancock 

31 Robin Bierer 

 
 

 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 



Ladies Book Club Reading List 

February– July 2016 

February—”The Bridge” by Karen Kinsbury 

 Discussion March 3rd 5:30 @ Dee’s Diner 

March—”God’s Guest List” by Debbie Macomber 

 Discussion April 7th 5:30 @ Dee’s Diner 

April—”The Invention of Wings” by Sue Monk Kidd 

 Discussion May 5th 5:30 @ Dee’s Diner 

May—”Choosing Hope” by Kaitlin Roig-DeBellis 

 Discussion June 2nd 5:30 @ Dee’s Diner 

June—”Snapshot” by Lisa Wiehl 

 Discussion July 7th 5:30 @ Dee’s Diner 

 

 

 

 

Any questions please contact Julie Clark or Mary 
Masters. 



REACHING OUT…. 

I am continually amazed by the generosity that flows from your hearts to 
the outstretched hands of need, particularly in the community.  We have 
a “presence” here in Windham and with that “presence” comes a re-
sponsibility to give Glory to HE who allows us the opportunity to do this 
work...HIS work...and to do so with great compassion and humility.  So, 
although I am giving you a wrap up of the Mission projects we have 
been involved in this past year...it is most important to intentionally em-
brace the spirit of compassionate humility HE desires us to have.  It’s 
NOT about us and ALL ABOUT HIM! 

**We teamed up with our friends at the CAC by participating in the 
“Bowling Against Abuse” event in April, raising $1780 and clinching the 
top adult fund raising title.  This is our 9th year collaborating with the 
CAC to bring awareness to the devastating problem of sexual about 
against children and raising much needed funds to support the agency 
in their front line efforts.  These funds are CRUCIAL to the everyday op-
eration of this agency as more and more grant money is cut every year! 

**Our second “Breakfast with the Bunny” event was also held here at the 
church in April with an outstanding community response.  The kids (and 
those who brought them) enjoyed a free breakfast, inside crafts, and 
outside Easter Egg hunt (complete with candy and prizes) and an oppor-
tunity to have their picture taken with the Bunny himself. 

**Ongoing donations were collected for the school—hats, gloves, and 
socks along with a few school supplies.  We have also focused on sup-
plying sweatpants and underwear so little ones who still have accidents 
have clean, dry clothes to change into...a small but real need we supply 
that is greatly appreciated by the staff at KT. 

**Food donations are encouraged and accepted year round.  We made 
many trips to deliver these to the Salvation Army where people can 
come and receive food.  There are some folks in our congregation who 
take their donations directly to the Salvation Army on behalf of the 
church so you may not always be aware of all that our church sup-
plies...and believe me, this community needs it!! The Salvation Army is 
ALWAYS in need so “keep it coming”! 

 

 

 



**We were again a presence in the community in October by holding our 
second “Trunk or Treat” in the parking area between the churches.  An in-
vitation was extended for other churches to join us...not only were our 
trunk décor and costumes creative but those who came were treated to a 
warm drink, some friendly conversation ...and candy of course! 

**We started collecting for Thanksgiving baskets as early as Septem-
ber...this year we were privileged to provide and PRAY for 5 families (8 
adults and 14 children).  We supply much, much more than just food in-
cluding paper products, cleaning supplies and hygiene items...AND we get 
to deliver to their homes and meet these folks!!  We ALWAYS extend an 
invitation to come to our church both in person and by including service 
and special event information with our baskets. 

**From out Thanksgiving contacts we became aware of a family in need of 
our help for Christmas as well.  We were able to provide gifts and food for 
a family of 4.  THEN while delivering to this one Christmas family, we be-
came aware of ANOTHER need in the same housing area that very day 
so...after a couple phone calls, some on-the-spot generous donations, and 
a trip to Sparkle we were able to feed a second family! Praise God!  It’s all 
about timing!! 

**Our annual “Breakfast with Santa” has been a highlight of the season for 
this community for several years now...and I know without a doubt families 
look forward to this event.  Many of our children would not otherwise have 
an opportunity to meet with and sit on Santa’s lap, let alone have break-
fast with the Big Guy.  Again we provide a free hearty meal to the kids and 
those who accompany them, an opportunity to create some holiday crafts, 
write a letter to Santa, receive a bag of goodies, and meet Ole St 
Nick...does it get any better?? It is the best example of organized, joyful, 
chaos I know!! 

 

I can’t wait to see what God has in store in 2016!! 

 

Praising HIM with you, 

Julie Clark 

 



                                              UMW    NEWS 

The most recent UMW meeting “sort of” became a celebration.   As we re-
counted all our activities for 2014-2015, we were surprised at all we had ac-
complished. 

We began with a prayer and Julie Clark presented each officer and member 
with a gold membership pin.  Each member also received an updated calendar 
for the upcoming year.  Then we began looking back.  Wow!   

 The attendees for the annual All Daughters Banquet were very generous and 
we contributed tables full of items for Safer Futures of Portage County, our on-
going mission to women and children.   We repeated that generosity at our 
Christmas Tea in November.  We were delighted to host women from surround-
ing UMW groups at both events.    The Women’s Retreat at Camp Asbury in 
April was another opportunity to fellowship with women outside our communi-
ty.     28 women attended and left spiritually renewed and enthusiastic. 

To fund our mission work,  we continued to serve Lion dinners twice monthly, 
created and sold 63 cookbooks (so far……. More still available!), and raised $400 
with Mary Jane Hollenbach’s Avon sale.  Thanks MJ. 

But…….. we keep our money in circulation!   We used our funds to contributed 
to the UM Conference,  we established a camp scholarship fund for our youth, 
served funeral dinners, kept the  kitchen stocked  and made donations to St. 
Jude’s and Safer Futures. 

To enhance our own spiritual growth, each meeting had a brief devotion about 
women of the Bible.   Yearly we conduct one of the Sunday services. 

If you are in need of a way to serve your church, community and yourself (and 
shouldn’t we all be doing that??????), come to UMW meetings on the second 
Thursday of each month.   We are waiting with open arms, (and probably a 
cookie or two) for YOU. 

To be continued………  fun, fellowship and service. 





STEP OUT 

 Casting Crowns sing a song – “oh what I would do to 
have the kind of faith it takes to get out of this boat and 
into the crashing waves”.  I would love to talk to you 
about FAITH. So starting in February, I will be starting a 
“Faith” study.  My idea is to gather us together, talk 
about what faith is where do we get it, grow it, and 
share it. How it affects our personal lives, religious life, 
and our decisions.  No, I won’t be teaching, just facili-
tating. I haven’t locked down a day for sure but 2nd and 
4th Wed. work for me, at 6:30pm. I am open to other 
days and times also, but from what I have seen it fits 
the church schedule also. (1st meeting would be 4th 
Wed. in Feb.) 

   So if you would like to share please let me know- I 
would like everyone’s participation because we all have 
a story to tell, and I can only talk for so long.  

  Alan Finn 



SNEAK PEAK...and we DON’T want you to keep it quiet!! 

Recreation has an open date of Sunday May 15th and they will be 
sharing their Gospel program here at the church with us at a 7:00 pm 
service.  TELL EVERYONE YOU KNOW to come experience this incredi-
bly talented and energetic group!!  Watch for more detail for how 
you can be a part of this event!! 

Welcome 

I would like to welcome Denise Dean to the office! She has been 
learning and assisting with the bulletins. Her help is greatly appreci-
ated and she is doing a great job!!  She is also our Newsletter Editor. 

   Carol 

 

Thank you 

We would like to express our thanks for the Christmas gifts. Thank 
you for your thoughtfulness! 

   Carol and Denise 



         

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windham United Methodist Church 

9051 North Main Street 

Windham, Ohio  44288 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for the April/May newsletter edition is March 21, 2016 

Windham United Methodist Church 

8:30 a.m. Choir rehearsal (Sept-June) 

10:00 Worship service in Sanctuary 

10:30 Junior Church 

6:30 pm Tuesday Bible Study  

Office hours Tuesday 3-6 pm all other times by appointment 

 

Windham UMC Staff 

Pastor Kathy Thomas 330-614-4932 

Pastor Kathy’s email: MKThomas7@live.com 

Secretary email: wumc.secretary09@yahoo.com 

Newsletter email: windhamumc@yahoo.com 

 Choir Director - Mrs. Gale Wooten 

Organist - Mrs. Tina Lemley 

Custodian - Mrs. Mary Leigh 


