
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings in the Name above all Names, Jesus our LORD! 
 
As we come upon this time of Thanksgiving, I am reminded of going to my grampa’s on the big 
farm.  We, as little children, would be lying on the floor coloring in the books he got only for us and the 
big tub of crayons.  Grampa would be sitting is his easy chair lightly taping his fingers and whistling in 
that whispery way to some unknown tune and staring off out the window.  I asked him one day, 
“Grampa, what are you thinking?” He stopped a moment and said, “I am thankful we got the abundant 
crops in before the weather turned bad.”  The hay barn was filled to the rafters, the corn cribs were 
overflowing and he had just gotten a new belt for the grain grinder that attached to the tractor and the 
grainer was filled.  And at Christmas time all of his children would come in and sit around the living 
room playing their guitar, banjo and harmonica while my Aunt would sing and my mom would yodel, a 
gift I have not heard many do.  The warmth, laughter, noise and joy in that old farm house could be 
physically felt.  And then when they began to sing Amazing Grace, everyone hushed their chattering 
and joined in and by the time that song was finished you really knew the presence of the LORD was in 
that house mixed with the tears and sniffles by that moving song.  During then, neighbors always 
helped neighbors out in times of need and gave openly whether they had it give or not.  I learned to be 
giving from this family and many times believe me, we did not have it to give but the generosity in their 
hearts of thankfulness was enormous.   
This Thanksgiving open your eyes and be aware of those who are less fortunate than you and find a way 
to help them.  It is showing your love for our LORD when we do such things.  
Matthew 25:37-40 -- 37 “‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you or see you thirsty and give you 
something to drink? 38 When did we see you as a stranger and take you into our homes or see you in 
need of clothes and give you something to wear? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 
40 “The king will answer them, ‘I can guarantee this truth: Whatever you did for one of my brothers or 
sisters, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did for me.’ 
I know we have a Thanksgiving Basket delivery every year with items being accumulated for a month 
before delivery date and I am thrilled that we do this generous service to those in need.  Sometimes we 
need a more hands-on approach on a daily basis than just once or twice a year.  
Reach out to your neighbor in Christian love. 
  

In the loving name of our Savior, Jesus, 
            Merry Christmas 
            Pastor Kathy 
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"  Our mission is to be a loving fellowship sharing Jesus Christ with the Windham community and the World" 



Dec 8 5:30 pm Worship Committee Meeting 

 6:30  pm Bible Study 

Dec 9 6:30 pm Finance Committee Meeting 

Dec 10 5:30 pm UMW Meeting & Ladies Book Club  @ Kuhlman’s 

Dec 11   Breakfast with Santa Setup 

Dec 12 9:00 am Breakfast with Santa @ RFC 

  5:00 pm Faith & Jessie's Wedding with Potluck following at WUMC 

Dec 13 11:30 am Potluck after Worship 

Dec 15 6:30  pm Bible Study 

Dec 18 7:30 pm Blue Christmas 

Dec 20 10:00  am  Choir Program Service “Our Favorite Songs” – Chancel 
Choir, Kids Choir, Guitarist Ken Miller.  

Dec 22 6:30  pm Bible Study 

Dec 24 7:30 pm Christmas Eve with Communion 

Dec 25   CHRISTMAS 

Dec 29 6:30  pm Bible Study 

   2016 

Jan 5 6:30  pm Bible Study 

Jan 12  6:30  pm Bible Study 

Jan 16  4:30 pm Spaghetti Dinner 

Jan 17 11:30 am Choir Dinner @ Covered Bridge 

Jan 19 6:30  pm Bible Study 

Jan 26 6:30  pm Bible Study 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 



      

         

 

 

 

 

During the past several months the Trustees and our cleaning staff have been 
very busy! At the Parsonage all the rooms have been re-painted, the over-sized 
sliding glass door has been replaced and all repair work has been completed.  
(It’s just like it never happened)  Vertical blinds replaced to fit the new door.  
Basement utility sink & faucet have been replaced.  Drapes cleaned and re-
hung. New bathroom shower stall installed and bathtub re-chalked. Back deck 
and back basement stairs power washed. Garage walls painted. Smoke alarm 
and CO2 batteries changed. Security light also was fixed.   

The parsonage is now spic and span and has a new family living in it. It was 
rented as of November 14th for the period of one year to a lovely local couple 
with two children.  

Focus will now return to the Church. A new front entry light has been replaced, 
light switch changed, windows in the Sanctuary washed, new railing along the 
back walkway and down the steps to the side parking lot.  

A huge thank you to all of the Trustees, Mary Leigh, Louise Sands, Virginia 
Simpson, Kenny Miller and many others. Without all of you none of this work 
could be accomplished.        

        Gary Wilson, Trustees 

TRUSTEE REPORT 



 
 

 

     

DECEMBER 

2      Nellie Garrett 

3      Norm Clark                                                              
 Brian Riggs 

12    Roxanne Paugh Holontich 

16    Marsha (Altiere) Griswald 

18    Glen & Jennifer Miller* 

19    Gary & Vickie Paugh* 

22     Mary Jane Hollenbach   

         Alan & Stacy Finn* 

23   Ruth Hevner 

         Lori Billman 

25     Jesus Christ 

         Rita Greene 

 Aaron Kuhlman 

29 Phyllis Darlington 

 Rusty Maiorca 

30 Gary Paugh 

31 Cory Yeagley 

 Gladys Rhinehart 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

JANUARY 

2        Karrie Blewitt 

4 Juanita Apthrope 

7  Kim & James Gates * 

8  Sarita Sloan 

10      Monica Braden 

11 Ruth Ann Isler 

12      Frank England 

 Kim Gates 

13  Mary Basso 

 Greg Jones 

21  Sam Roth    

22        Gloria Riggs 

23  Harry Skiles 

 Andy Lininger 

Sam & Marsha Roth* 

29 Vince Fortney 

31 Vickie Paugh 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Birthdays and Anniversaries 



…...AND THEY’RE OFF 

Our college students that is...this is one of those major transitions in life 
and they need to know we still care about them, whether near OR far!!  
Think back to when you left home for the first time—exciting and a bit 
scary too!  So I’m asking you to be purposeful about sending a note of 
hope and encouragement to these young people! 

 

Emily Miller– PO Box 233 Windham, OH 44288 (living on campus but re-
ceiving mail at home address) Hiram College (Daughter of Jeff & Lisa Mil-
ler)  

Kirstin Gabrielle Hoover– 940 Second Street Portsmouth, OH 45662-4344 
Shawnee State (Daughter of Todd & Amy Hoover) 

Lauren Raymond– 1066 Fraternity Circle Kent, OH 44240  Junior at Kent 
State (granddaughter of Larry & Jean Kuhlman) 

Jack Raymond– 184 Frame Ave. Columbus, OH 43210 Sophomore at Ohio 
State University (grandson of Larry & Jean Kuhlman) 



This Christmas take a look beyond the manger to the purpose of Je-

sus' birth.  

 

Why Did Jesus Come? 

21 Reasons 

by Dr. Roger Congdon  

      The Bible gives numerous purposes for the coming of Jesus to this earth. I have found twenty-one. 

1. He came to fulfill prophecy. 
     “I did not come to abolish, but to fulfill” (Matthew 5:17).  

     “Christ has become a servant . . . to confirm the promises given to the fathers” (Romans 15:8). 
 

2. He came to abolish the law. 
     “Christ Jesus . . . is our peace . . . by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments 

 contained in ordinances” (Ephesians 2:13-15).  
     “Do not think that I came to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I did not come to abolish but to fulfill . . . not the 

smallest letter or stroke shall pass from the Law until all is accomplished” (Matthew 5:17-18). 
 

3. He came to seek the lost. 
     “For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

 

4. He came to save the lost. 
     “For the Son of Man has come to save that which was lost” (Matthew 18:11). 

 

5. He came to serve. 
     “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (Mark 10:45). 

 

6. He came to give His life as a ransom. 
    “Just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 

many.” (Matthew 20:28). 
 

7. He came that men might have life more abundant. 
     “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10).  

 

8. He came to reveal the Father. 
    “Nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills  

to reveal Him” (Matthew 11:27).  
     “Jesus said to him, ‘He who has seen Me has seen the Father’” (John 14:9). 

 

9. He came to do the will of God. 
     “Then He added, ‘Look, I have come to do Your will’” (Hebrews 10:9). 

 

10. He came to preach. 

“But He said to them, ‘I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for  

I was sent for this purpose’ (Luke 4:43). 

 

11. He came to bring fire. 
     “I have come to bring fire to the earth” (Luke 12:49).  

   “He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire . . . He will burn up the chaff with  

unquenchable fire” (Matthew 3:11-12). 



Why Did Jesus Come? 21 Reasons (continued) 

 

12. He came to bring judgment. 

     “And Jesus said, ‘For judgment I came into this world, so that those who do not see may see, and that 
those  

who see may become blind’” (John 9:39).  
     Note with this verse Luke 12:14, John 3:17, and John 8:15 which says: “I judge no man.” 

 

13. He came to be king. 
     “Therefore Pilate said to Him, ‘So You are a king?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have 

been born, and for this I have come into the world’” (John 18:37). 
 

14. He came to bear witness to the truth. 
     “For this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice” (John 18:37). 

 

15. He came to save sinners. 
     “Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners” (I Timothy 1:15).  

 

16. He came into the world to be a faithful high priest. 
     “That He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God” (Hebrews 2:17). 

 

17. He came to put away sin. 
     “Now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice 

 of Himself” (Hebrews 9:26).    “You know that He appeared in order to take away sins” (I John 3:5).   

 “Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

 Compare John 1:35, Leviticus 16:20-22, Isaiah 53:6, II Corinthians 5:21. 
 

18. He came to destroy the works of the devil. 
     “The Son of God appeared for this purpose, to destroy the works of the devil” (I John 3:8).  

     “Only as a human being could He die, and only by dying could He break the power of the Devil, who had the power of 
death” (Hebrews 2:14).   “Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.” (John 12:31).  

     “For the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me” (John 14:30). 
 

19. He came to send a sword. 
     “Don't imagine that I came to bring peace to the earth! No, I came to bring a sword. I have come to set a man 

against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.  

Your enemies will be right in your own household” (Matthew 10:34-36).  
 

20. He came to bear our sins. 
     “He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross” (I Peter 2:24).  

  “Christ . . . having been offered once to bear the sins of many” (Hebrews 9:28). 
 

21. He came to provide a pattern of holy living for Christians. 
     “Since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps” (I Peter 2:21).  

     “Learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). 

 
 

     Dr. Roger Congdon is the Pastoral Advisor for The Teaching Home.  
 

Copyright 2001 The Teaching Home 
Permission is granted to reprint this article provided: 



“I simply remember my favorite things” 

I’m hoping that besides “whiskers on kittens and warm 
woolen mittens” that a few of your favorite things will in-
clude some favorite bible verse as well.  In the book of 
Matthew, scripture reminds us to start the day off right by 
“seeking first HIS kingdom” (Matthew 6:33). There is also a 
great hymn that is founded from this very scripture, a favor-
ite of my girls growing up in youth group (still is actually)! 
Along these4 same lines, Pastor Kathy has preached about 
“The Armor of God” on more than one occasion.  It is imper-

ative that the word of God is on your tongue and in your heart “so that when evil 
comes, you may be able to stand your ground” ( 
Ephesians 6:13).  It’s not something we like to dwell on BUT the fact is satan roams this 
earth looking for trouble and we need to be prepared. 

For the last several years I have challenged everyone to pick a “word” for the year. (I’d 
love to take credit for the idea but the inspiration comes form author Debbie Macomb-
er in her book “One Perfect Word”). As we approach 2016 I thought I would extend the 
challenge to select, not just a single word but a whole verse.  That’s right, choose a 
“verse for the year”! It has been my experience that there is great power in focusing on 
God’s word from the onset of the day.  It is the foundation for “keeping my eyes on Je-
sus” and hearing HIS voice above the noise of this world! And because the noise of this 
world is getting louder and louder, we must be purposeful and intentional about 
grounding ourselves in Jesus!! Can I get an “AMEN”?! This, for me becomes the con-
nectional thread I return to over and over during my day.  I have been amazed at how 
HE so frequently ties it in with my current daily devotional or bible study.  HE brings 
wisdom– we need only ask! 

So, my friends...start looking! Is there a verse that immediately comes to mind? A word 
that keeps popping up everywhere you look?  What will you arm yourself with in the 
coming days? Most bibles have a concordance in the back. If you look up a key word 
such as “courage”, it will give you a listing of scriptures where that word can be found.  
If you are unsure what that word or verse should be, pray about it! Believe me, God 
will be in the choosing. 

“I simply remember my favorite things...and then I don’t feel sooo bad”! Much more 
than that, I will walk in HIS light and HIS way– a little closer each day!! And so will YOU! 

        Blessings In Christ,    

Julie 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windham United Methodist Church 

9051 North Main Street 

Windham, Ohio  44288 

Return Service Requested 

Deadline for the February/March newsletter edition is January 18, 2016 

Windham United Methodist Church 

8:30 a.m. Choir rehearsal (Sept-June) 

10:00 Worship service in Sanctuary 

10:30 Junior Church 

6:30 pm Tuesday Bible Study  

Office hours Tuesday 3-6 pm all other times by appointment 

 

Windham UMC Staff 

Pastor Kathy Thomas 330-614-4932 

Pastor Kathy’s email: MKThomas7@live.com 

Secretary email: wumc.secretary09@yahoo.com 

Newsletter email: windhamumc@yahoo.com 

 Choir Director - Mrs. Gale Wooten 

Organist - Mrs. Tina Lemley 

Custodian - Mrs. Mary Leigh 


